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SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CATCHMENT AREA 

 

Socio-economic characteristics of a catchment area are crucial for airport 

planning and design, as they determine passenger demand, operational needs, 

and economic impact. Key factors include population density, income levels, 

industry concentration, and cultural characteristics, which influence travel 

behavior, demand for different services (like freight or business travel), and the 

airport's role in regional development. Airport planners use this information to 

forecast demand, optimize routes, and design facilities and services that meet 

the specific needs of the community.  
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Airport site selection: Airport site selection involves criteria like topography, 

meteorology, and accessibility, while ICAO (International Civil Aviation Organization) 

stipulations guide technical aspects such as runway length, orientation, and safety areas 

to ensure international standards are met. 

Factors for site selection include land availability for expansion, proximity to population 

centres, ground and public transportation access, and a location that aligns with regional 

plans.  

ICAO guidelines cover the technical design, including runway and taxiway 

specifications, obstacle limitation surfaces, and airport lighting, to maintain flight safety.  
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