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UNIT II 

TRADITIONAL METHODS OF FOOD PROCESSING 

2.5: Sun drying, osmotic drying, brining, pickling and smoking. 

1. Sun Drying 

Overview: Sun drying is one of the oldest and most natural methods of food preservation, 

where food is dried by the heat of the sun. This method relies on natural airflow and the sun's 

heat to evaporate moisture from the food, which helps inhibit the growth of spoilage-causing 

bacteria and mold. 

Process: 

 Preparation: Food is sliced or cut into pieces to allow for faster drying. 

 Exposure to Sun: The food is spread out in thin layers, usually on trays or mats, in 

direct sunlight. 

 Drying: The food is left to dry for several days or weeks, depending on the 

temperature, humidity, and thickness of the food. 

 Storage: Once dried, the food is stored in airtight containers to prevent moisture 

absorption and contamination. 

Common Foods: 

 Fruits (e.g., grapes to raisins, apricots, figs) 

 Vegetables (e.g., tomatoes, peppers, mushrooms) 

 Herbs (e.g., basil, thyme, oregano) 

 Meats (e.g., jerky, dried fish) 

Advantages: 

 Simple and low-cost: Requires minimal equipment, making it accessible to people 

with limited resources. 

 Preserves nutrients: Dried foods maintain most of their nutritional value, especially 

if dried at low temperatures. 

Limitations: 
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 Weather dependent: Sun drying requires consistent sunlight and dry weather, 

making it impractical in humid or rainy climates. 

 Vulnerability to pests: Exposed food can be vulnerable to insects and birds unless 

precautions (like covering) are taken. 

 

2. Osmotic Drying 

Overview: Osmotic drying is a preservation method that uses a sugar or salt solution 

(osmotic agent) to reduce the water content in foods. This method works on the principle of 

osmosis, where water moves out of the food into the solution due to differences in 

concentration. 

Process: 

 Preparation: Food, usually fruits or vegetables, is sliced or cut into uniform pieces. 

 Soaking in Osmotic Solution: The food is immersed in a hypertonic solution of 

sugar (for fruits) or salt (for vegetables or meats). 

 Water Removal: Water from the food moves into the osmotic solution, which 

concentrates sugars or salts within the food, reducing its moisture content. 

 Drying: After soaking, the food is often further dried using air drying, sun drying, or 

even in a dehydrator to remove the remaining moisture. 

Common Foods: 

 Fruits (e.g., apples, strawberries, mangoes) 

 Vegetables (e.g., tomatoes, carrots) 

 Meat (e.g., salted meats like bacon or ham) 

Advantages: 

 Flavor enhancement: The osmotic solution can enhance flavors by concentrating 

sugars or salts. 

 Retention of color: Osmotic drying helps maintain the natural color of fruits and 

vegetables better than some other drying methods. 

 Reduced drying time: Osmotic drying can significantly reduce the time required for 

drying by lowering the moisture content in the food before other drying methods. 

Limitations: 

 Flavor modification: The process can alter the taste of food due to the infusion of 

sugars or salt. 

 Complex process: Requires the preparation of an osmotic solution, which might not 

be as straightforward as simple air drying. 

 

3. Brining 
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Overview: Brining is the process of soaking food in a saltwater solution to preserve it. The 

high salt concentration in the brine draws out moisture from the food and creates an 

environment where spoilage-causing bacteria cannot thrive. The process also imparts flavor 

and improves texture. 

Process: 

 Preparation: Food, typically vegetables or meats, is cleaned and often cut into 

desired pieces. 

 Brine Solution: A mixture of water and salt (sometimes with added spices or vinegar) 

is prepared. The food is submerged in the brine and allowed to soak for a period 

ranging from hours to weeks. 

 Storage: The brined food is stored in sealed jars or containers, usually in a cool 

environment, to prevent spoilage. 

Common Foods: 

 Vegetables (e.g., cucumbers, olives, cabbage) 

 Meats (e.g., chicken, pork, fish) 

 Dairy (e.g., feta cheese, pickled cheeses) 

Advantages: 

 Flavor enhancement: The saltwater solution imparts a unique tangy and salty flavor 

to the food. 

 Long shelf life: Brining preserves food for extended periods without refrigeration. 

 Improved texture: In meats, brining can enhance moisture retention and tenderness. 

Limitations: 

 High sodium content: Foods preserved by brining can have very high salt levels, 

which may not be desirable for those on low-sodium diets. 

 Space: Brining requires a large amount of liquid and suitable containers for 

immersion, which may take up space. 

 

4. Pickling 

Overview: Pickling involves preserving food by submerging it in an acidic solution, usually 

vinegar or a fermented brine. This method works by creating an acidic environment that 

prevents the growth of spoilage-causing microorganisms, while also imparting a distinct sour 

or tangy flavor to the food. 

Process: 

 Preparation: Vegetables or fruits are cleaned and, if necessary, cut into smaller 

pieces. 

 Pickling Solution: A vinegar or saltwater solution is prepared, often with spices 

(garlic, dill, mustard seeds, etc.) to enhance flavor. 
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 Immersion: The food is submerged in the solution and left to ferment or pickle for 

days to weeks. 

 Storage: The pickled food is stored in sterilized jars, often sealed to create an airtight 

environment. 

Common Foods: 

 Vegetables (e.g., cucumbers, carrots, beets, cabbage) 

 Fruits (e.g., apples, pears) 

 Eggs (pickled eggs) 

 Meats and fish (e.g., pickled herring, pickled sausages) 

Advantages: 

 Flavor diversity: Pickling allows for a wide variety of flavor profiles, from tangy and 

sour to spicy. 

 Preservation: Pickling extends shelf life by reducing moisture and creating an acidic 

barrier against bacteria. 

 Probiotic benefits: Fermented pickles can be a source of beneficial probiotics that 

support digestive health. 

Limitations: 

 Sodium content: Like brining, pickling often involves high amounts of salt, which 

can be undesirable for some individuals. 

 Acidic taste: Some people may find the sour or tangy flavor of pickled foods too 

strong. 

 

5. Smoking 

Overview: Smoking involves exposing food to smoke from burning wood, herbs, or other 

plant materials. This not only dries the food but also imparts a distinctive smoky flavor and 

helps preserve it by killing bacteria and preventing oxidation. 

Process: 

 Preparation: Meat, fish, or even vegetables are prepared by cleaning, curing 

(sometimes with salt or sugar), and then exposing them to smoke. 

 Cold Smoking: Food is exposed to smoke at low temperatures (usually below 

85°F/30°C), which flavors the food without cooking it. 

 Hot Smoking: Food is cooked and smoked at higher temperatures (usually between 

120°F to 180°F/49°C to 82°C), resulting in fully cooked food. 

 Storage: Smoked food can be stored in cool, dry places, and it often has a long shelf 

life. 

Common Foods: 

 Meats (e.g., bacon, ham, sausages, smoked turkey) 
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 Fish (e.g., smoked salmon, smoked trout) 

 Cheese (e.g., smoked mozzarella, gouda) 

 Vegetables (e.g., smoked peppers, eggplants) 

Advantages: 

 Flavor enhancement: Smoking imparts a deep, rich flavor that is not achievable with 

other preservation methods. 

 Extended shelf life: The combination of drying, flavoring, and preserving properties 

helps food last for a long time without refrigeration. 

 Culinary appeal: Smoked foods are popular in many cultures, offering distinct tastes 

and textures. 

Limitations: 

 Time and equipment: Smoking requires specific equipment (smokers) and can take a 

significant amount of time to properly smoke the food. 

 Health concerns: Some studies suggest that smoked foods may contain harmful 

compounds like polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), which could be 

carcinogenic if consumed in excess. 

 

Conclusion 

Each of these methods—sun drying, osmotic drying, brining, pickling, and smoking—has 

its unique benefits, and they’ve been used for centuries to preserve food, enhance flavor, and 

extend shelf life. While some methods like sun drying rely on natural elements, others, like 

osmotic drying and brining, use chemical principles like osmosis or acidification. Whether 

for preserving fruits, vegetables, meats, or fish, these methods offer sustainable, time-honored 

alternatives to modern refrigeration and freezing technologies. 
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