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2.2  Technical challenges - Sensor design 

 

The key technical challenges in the adoption of wearables are as follows:  

 

1. The success of wearables depends on the ability to connect them seamlessly 

in a body-worn network. This means the meta-wearable framework must have 

the ability to route the signals and power between desired points in the 

structure. The interconnection process for creating such junctions in textile 

materials has been manual to-date. The concept of textillography to automate 

interconnections during the fabric manufacturing process has been proposed. 

An automated process that can provide precise, rugged, and flexible 

interconnections will help facilitate mass production and also lower the costs 

associated with wearables.  

2. In the event of damage to the data buses in the meta-wearable framework, 

the “failure” in the network must be recognized and alternate “data paths” must 

be established in the fabric to maintain the integrity of the network by taking 

advantage of the redundant data buses in the fabric. Preliminary work on the 

concept of “soft” interconnects has resulted in a programmable network in a 

fabric that enables real-time routing that can be configured on the fly.  

3. Currently, the so-called “t-connectors” and button snaps are being used for 

connecting sensors and processors to the meta-wearable. There is therefore 

the need for a common interface similar to the RJ-11 jack for telephones for 

connecting these sensors and processors to the meta-wearable so that 
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general-purpose sensors and devices can be developed, thereby reducing their 

cost.  

4. Many wearables, especially for health monitoring and gaming, are affected by 

motion artifacts. These artifacts can impact the accuracy of the results. There 

is therefore the need for in-depth studies to develop robust signal processing 

algorithms and systems to ensure the quality of the data generated by the 

wearables. 

 

5. Current conductive fibers meet the basic needs of first-generation textile 

wearables. However, new materials are needed with copper's conductivity 

and the properties of cotton, polyester, or nylon. These materials should also 

be available in large quantities. Research is needed to develop fibers that can 

also retain their conducting properties after repeated laundering.  

 
6. Today’s wearables are powered by lithium-ion rechargeable batteries, which 

is another limiting factor in the adoption of the technologies due to the rigidity 

of the battery in relation to the flexible nature of the wearables, a key desired 

attribute of wearables shown in Figure 2. 

 

 

FIGURE 2   Key attributes of wearables. 
 
 
This bottleneck is being addressed by research on two fronts, piezoelectric-

based energy-harvesting systems and flexible textile battery, respectively. A 

textile battery, developed using a woven polyester fabric as a substrate, has 
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exhibited comparable electrochemical performance to those of conventional 

metal foil-based cells even under severe folding, unfolding motions simulating 

actual wearing conditions. The 13 mAh battery retained 91.8% of its original 

capacity after 5,500 deep folding, unfolding cycles. The researchers also 

successfully integrated the flexible textile battery with lightweight solar cells 

on the battery pouch to enable convenient solar-charging capabilities. 

 

7. The seamless integration of wearables in healthcare settings and for remote 

monitoring faces the challenge of ensuring compatibility with existing wireless 

technologies and established operational protocols in those settings. 

Strategies and solutions must be developed to address this important aspect to 

help the adoption of wearables for remote monitoring.  

 

8. The challenges associated with protection of individual privacy, data 

security, and other social aspects of the acceptance of wearables must be 

addressed because the wearables are collecting personal information. The 

electronics and communications industry in collaboration with privacy protection 

organizations must develop appropriate protocols that will identify proper 

technology and public policy solutions to further the free acceptance and use of 

wearables. 

 
9. The supply chains for textiles/clothing and electronics are significantly different. 

Apparel manufacturing is a labor-intensive operation whereas electronics 

manufacturing is highly automated. Consequently, the production rates are 

much higher in electronics manufacturing. The apparel industry is not as 

precise in terms of topology and interfaces between the different components 

when compared to the electronics industry whose operating paradigm is 

precision. Thus, the differences between these manufacturing paradigms 

must be addressed for the widespread adoption of textile-based meta 

wearables for the various applications  

 
10. Finally, the same wearable may be used in a range of environmental 

conditions  indoors to outdoors  which may include disaster zones involving 

high temperatures (e.g., fire) and hazardous materials. Therefore, they should 
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be designed to function effectively and seamlessly in a wide range of ambient 

environments. 

 Designing wearable sensors involves several technical challenges across 

multiple domains, including hardware, software, and human factors. Below are 

some key challenges: 

1. Power Consumption & Energy Efficiency 

 Wearable sensors must be energy-efficient to prolong battery life. 

 Trade-offs between data sampling rates, wireless communication, and 

processing must be optimized. 

 Energy harvesting (solar, kinetic, or thermal) is still limited in efficiency. 

2. Sensor Accuracy & Calibration 

 Small size constraints may limit sensor accuracy. 

 Variability in sensor readings due to environmental conditions (e.g., 

temperature, humidity). 

 Need for regular calibration to maintain precision over time. 

3. Miniaturization & Form Factor 

 Sensors must be small, lightweight, and unobtrusive. 

 Flexible and stretchable electronics are still in early development. 

 Integration with clothing or accessories without compromising function or 

aesthetics. 

4. Wireless Communication & Connectivity 

 Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, and other wireless protocols must be optimized for low 

power. 

 Data transmission should be reliable in different environments. 

 Bandwidth constraints may limit real-time data streaming. 

5. Data Processing & Storage 
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 Edge computing vs. cloud processing trade-offs. 

 Real-time processing of large datasets with minimal latency. 

 Secure and efficient storage of health or biometric data. 

6. Biocompatibility & Comfort 

 Materials must be skin-friendly, breathable, and hypoallergenic. 

 Long-term use may cause irritation or discomfort. 

 Ergonomics must be considered for continuous wearability. 

7. Environmental & Mechanical Durability 

 Wearables must withstand sweat, water, dust, and physical impacts. 

 Stretchable and flexible electronics are prone to wear and tear. 

 Reliability over long-term use is a challenge. 

8. Security & Privacy Concerns 

 Biometric and health data need robust encryption. 

 Wireless transmission is vulnerable to hacking or data breaches. 

 Compliance with regulations like GDPR and HIPAA. 

9. Cost & Scalability 

 High-quality sensors can be expensive. 

 Mass production challenges in maintaining accuracy and reliability. 

 Cost vs. performance trade-offs for consumer and medical markets. 

10. User Adoption & Experience 

 User acceptance depends on aesthetics, comfort, and ease of use. 

 Complexity in setting up and maintaining devices. 

 Psychological resistance to continuous monitoring or tracking. 

 


