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SKETCHING PRINCIPLES 

Sketching is a fundamental skill in various fields, including art, design, architecture, 

engineering, and more. Here are some essential principles to keep in mind when sketching: 

Observation: 

Carefully observe the subject you're sketching, whether it's an object, a person, or a scene. 

Pay attention to details, proportions, and relationships between elements. 

Simplify Complexity: 

Begin by simplifying complex subjects into basic shapes and forms. This simplification 

makes it easier to capture the essence of the subject. 

Line Quality: 

Vary your line weight and style to convey depth, texture, and dimension. Light lines can 

represent highlights, while heavier lines can indicate shadows or bold outlines. 

Proportion and Scale: 

Ensure that the proportions and scale of your sketch accurately represent the subject. Use 

basic measuring techniques like comparative measurement to maintain accuracy. 

Negative Space: 

Pay attention to the spaces between objects or within the subject. Sketching the negative 

space can help define the positive shapes more accurately. 

Composition: 

Consider the arrangement of elements within your sketch. Use principles like the rule of 

thirds or golden ratio to create balanced and visually pleasing compositions. 

Perspective: 

Understand perspective principles to give your sketches depth and three-dimensionality. 

Use techniques like one-point, two-point, or three-point perspective to create realistic 

spatial relationships. 
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Contrast and Values: 

Use contrast in line weight, shading, and values to create depth and emphasize focal 

points. Darker areas can recede, while lighter areas can come forward. 

Texture: 

Depict texture through variations in line quality and shading. Different textures, such as 

rough, smooth, or reflective, can add realism to your sketches. 

Consistency: 

Maintain a consistent style and approach throughout your sketch. This helps create a 

cohesive and unified visual language. 

Experimentation: 

Don't be afraid to experiment with different sketching techniques, materials, and styles. 

Exploring new approaches can lead to creative breakthroughs. 

Practice: 

Regular practice is essential to improve your sketching skills. Set aside time to sketch 

regularly, even if it's just for a few minutes each day. 

Gesture and Flow: 

Capture the essence and movement of your subject with gestural lines. Allow your hand 

to flow naturally as you sketch, emphasizing motion and energy. 

Erase Strategically: 

Don't hesitate to erase and refine your sketch as needed. Erasing can help correct mistakes 

and refine details. 

Feedback and Learning: 

Seek feedback from peers, mentors, or teachers to gain insights and improve your 

sketching skills. Take advantage of tutorials, books, and online resources to continue 

learning. 
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Creativity and Expression: 

Sketching is not just about technical accuracy; it's also a means of expressing your 

creativity and personal style. Don't be afraid to infuse your sketches with your unique 

artistic voice. 

Remember that sketching is a skill that improves with practice and patience. Whether 

you're sketching for art, design, or any other purpose, these principles will help you 

develop your abilities and create compelling sketches. 

SKETCH RED ROUTES 

"Sketching red routes" typically refers to the process of visually identifying and mapping 

out the most critical or high-priority user journeys or tasks within a user interface or user 

experience design. Red routes are essential because they represent the core functionalities 

or interactions that users need to accomplish their goals. Here's how you can sketch red 

routes: 

Identify Key User Tasks: 

Begin by identifying the key tasks or user journeys that are central to your design or 

application. These tasks should align with your project's objectives and user needs. 

Prioritize Red Routes: 

Determine which of these tasks are the most critical or "red routes." These are the actions 

that, if poorly designed or implemented, can have a significant negative impact on the user 

experience or the success of the project. 

Sketching Workflows: 

For each red route, start by sketching the user's workflow or journey. This involves 

visually mapping out the series of steps and interactions that the user will follow to 

complete the task. 

Storyboarding: 

Create a series of simple sketches or storyboards that illustrate each step in the workflow. 

Use arrows or lines to indicate the flow of the user's actions. 
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Annotations: 

Add annotations or notes to your sketches to describe what's happening at each step. 

Explain the user's actions, system responses, and any decision points or interactions. 

User Interface Elements: 

Include basic user interface elements in your sketches, such as buttons, forms, menus, and 

screens. Focus on the essential elements necessary to complete the task. 

Visual Hierarchy: 

Consider the visual hierarchy and layout of your sketches. Use visual cues like size, 

position, and emphasis to highlight critical elements or actions. 

Feedback and Error Handling: 

Depict how the system provides feedback to the user at different stages of the red route. 

Show how errors or issues are handled and communicated. 

Usability Testing: 

If possible, use your sketches to conduct usability testing with real users. This can help 

identify potential usability issues and refine the red routes. 

Iterate and Refine: 

Based on feedback and insights from sketching the red routes, iterate and refine your 

designs. Make adjustments to improve the clarity and efficiency of the user journeys. 

Documentation: 

Document the red routes, including sketches, annotations, and any usability findings. This 

documentation can be valuable for the design and development teams. 

Communication: 

Share your red route sketches and findings with project stakeholders, including designers, 

developers, and product managers. This helps ensure that everyone understands the 

critical user journeys and their importance. 
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Sketching red routes is a valuable design practice for ensuring that the most vital user 

interactions in your project receive the attention and design focus they deserve. It helps 

prioritize user experience efforts and contributes to the overall success of the design 

 


