
Career planning and Process 

Career planning in Strategic Human Resource Management (SHRM) involves developing 

strategies to align individual career goals with the strategic objectives of the organization. The 

process is designed to ensure that employees have clear career paths and opportunities for 

growth, which in turn supports organizational success. Here's an overview of career planning and 

the process in SHRM: 

Career Planning in SHRM 

Objectives 

1. Align Employee Goals with Organizational Objectives: Ensure that employees' career 

aspirations are in line with the strategic goals of the organization. 

2. Identify Career Opportunities: Map out potential career paths and growth opportunities 

within the organization. 

3. Develop Skills and Competencies: Provide training and development opportunities to 

build the necessary skills for career progression. 

4. Retain Talent: Enhance employee engagement and retention by offering clear career 

growth opportunities. 

5. Succession Planning: Prepare for future leadership needs by identifying and developing 

high-potential employees. 

Career Planning Process in SHRM 

1. Self-Assessment 

 Activities: Employees evaluate their interests, strengths, weaknesses, values, and career 

aspirations. 

 Tools: Self-assessment questionnaires, career interest inventories, skills assessments. 

 Outcome: Employees gain a clear understanding of their career goals and areas for 

development. 

2. Goal Setting 

 Activities: Employees set short-term and long-term career goals based on their self-

assessment. 

 Tools: SMART goals framework (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, Time-

bound). 

 Outcome: Clear and actionable career goals aligned with personal and organizational 

objectives. 

3. Career Pathing 

 Activities: Identify potential career paths within the organization that align with the 

employee's goals and the organization's needs. 



 Tools: Career ladders, career maps, job descriptions. 

 Outcome: Defined career paths that provide a roadmap for progression within the 

organization. 

4. Development Planning 

 Activities: Create individualized development plans (IDPs) that outline the skills, 

experiences, and training needed to achieve career goals. 

 Tools: Development plan templates, training programs, mentorship opportunities. 

 Outcome: Personalized development plans that guide employees in acquiring the 

necessary competencies for career advancement. 

5. Implementation 

 Activities: Execute the development plans through training, job rotations, special 

projects, and other growth opportunities. 

 Tools: Training programs, e-learning platforms, job shadowing, stretch assignments. 

 Outcome: Employees gain the skills and experiences needed for their next career steps. 

6. Monitoring and Feedback 

 Activities: Regularly review progress towards career goals and adjust development plans 

as needed. 

 Tools: Performance appraisals, feedback sessions, progress tracking tools. 

 Outcome: Continuous improvement and adaptation of career plans to ensure alignment 

with changing goals and organizational needs. 

7. Evaluation and Adjustment 

 Activities: Assess the effectiveness of career planning efforts and make necessary 

adjustments to development plans and career paths. 

 Tools: Evaluation metrics, feedback surveys, career progression analysis. 

 Outcome: Improved career planning processes and better alignment with organizational 

goals. 

Conclusion 

Effective career planning in SHRM ensures that employees have clear paths for growth and 

development that align with the strategic objectives of the organization. By following a 

structured career planning process, organizations can enhance employee engagement, retention, 

and overall performance, while preparing for future leadership and talent needs. This strategic 

approach to career planning is essential for sustaining organizational success in the long term. 
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