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2.3  Technical challenges – Signal Acquisition 

 

The nonidealities/Challenges in biopotential measurements can be due to: 

i. Electrostatic Interference  

ii.  Biopotential Electrodes  

iii.  Instrumentation Amplifier 

 

2.3.1 Electrostatic Interference (ESI) in Wearable Devices: 

Electrostatic interference (ESI) is a significant challenge in the design and 

operation of wearable devices. It occurs when static charges accumulate on the 

device or the human body, leading to unwanted electrical discharges that can 

corrupt the signals acquired by the device's sensors. 

2.3.2 Sources of ESI in Wearable Devices: 

 Triboelectric Effect: Friction between materials (like clothing and the device) 

can generate static charges.    

 Human Body: The human body itself can accumulate static charges due to 

activities like walking on carpets or removing synthetic clothing.    

 Environmental Factors: Dry air and certain weather conditions can increase 

the likelihood of static charge buildup. 
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2.3.3. Impact of ESI on Wearable Devices 

 Signal Distortion: ESI can introduce noise and artifacts into the acquired 

signals, making it difficult to extract accurate data. 

 Data Loss: In severe cases, ESI can cause temporary or permanent data 

loss. 

 Device Damage: Large electrostatic discharges can damage the sensitive 

electronics within the wearable device. 

2.3.4. Technical Challenges of Biopotential Electrodes in signal acquisition in  

wearable devices: 

 

Biopotential electrodes play a critical role in signal acquisition for 

wearable devices, but they face several technical challenges that impact their 

performance, reliability, and user comfort. Here are some of the key challenges. 

  1. Skin-Electrode Interface Issues: 

 Contact impedance variations: Variability in skin properties, sweat, and 

motion artifacts lead to inconsistent impedance, affecting signal quality. 

 Signal degradation due to skin preparation: Dry electrodes struggle with high 

impedance, often requiring skin preparation (e.g., abrasion or gels), which is not 

practical for long-term wearable applications. 

 Electrode polarization: Some materials exhibit polarization effects, introducing 

DC drift and reducing signal fidelity. 

2. Weak Signal Strength: 

 Biological Signals Are Low Amplitude: Signals like ECG (microvolts) and 

EEG (nanovolts) require high sensitivity for detection. 

 Signal Attenuation: Layers of skin, muscle, and fat can attenuate signals, 

affecting their accuracy. 

 Low Signal-to-Noise Ratio (SNR): Weak signals are more susceptible to 

interference, requiring advanced filtering techniques. 
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3. Motion Artifacts and Environmental Noise 

 Motion-induced artifacts: Movement causes mechanical shifts, changing the 

contact impedance and introducing noise into the signal. 

 External electromagnetic interference (EMI): Wearable devices operate in 

environments with high EMI (e.g., from power lines, Wi-Fi), which can corrupt 

signals. 

 Baseline wander: Breathing and body movements lead to slow signal drifts, 

affecting ECG and EEG measurements. 

4. Power and Energy Consumption 

 Low power signal amplification: High-quality biopotential signals require low-

noise, high-gain amplification while maintaining low power consumption. 

 Continuous monitoring challenges: Prolonged operation in battery-powered 

wearables demands efficient signal processing and low-energy transmission 

(e.g., Bluetooth Low Energy). 

 High Power Consumption of Sensors: Continuous monitoring and signal 

amplification can drain the battery quickly. 

 Energy-Efficient Signal Processing: On-device processing needs to be 

optimized to reduce power usage. 

 Trade-off Between Sampling Rate & Power Consumption: Higher sampling 

rates improve signal quality but consume more power. 

5. Signal Processing Challenges 

 Artifact reduction algorithms: Effective filtering and adaptive signal 

processing are needed to compensate for noise, motion artifacts, and drift. 

 Machine learning for noise rejection: AI-based denoising techniques are 

being explored but require computational efficiency for wearable 

implementation. 

6. Miniaturization and Sensor Placement Issues: 

 Electronics miniaturization: Wearables require compact, lightweight 

electrodes and signal acquisition circuits without compromising performance. 
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 Flexible and stretchable electrodes: Rigid electrodes cause discomfort and 

poor contact, necessitating the development of flexible materials that conform 

to body movement. 

 Wireless transmission: Real-time signal acquisition requires robust and low-

latency wireless communication with minimal data loss. 

 Size vs. Performance Trade-Off: Miniaturized sensors may have lower 

sensitivity or limited processing capability. 

 Optimal Placement on the Body: Different body locations yield varying 

signal quality (e.g., wrist-based PPG vs. chest-based ECG). 

 Movement-Induced Misalignment: Sensors may shift or detach due to body 

motion, reducing data reliability. 

7. Multi-Sensor Integration Challenges: 

 Synchronization Issues: Combining signals from multiple sensors (e.g., 

accelerometer + ECG) requires precise synchronization. 

 Data Fusion Complexity: Integrating different signal types (electrical, optical, 

mechanical) to improve accuracy is computationally challenging. 

 Cross-Talk Between Sensors: Sensors placed close to each other may 

interfere with each other’s signals. 

8. Real-Time Data Processing Challenges: 

 Latency Issues: Processing and transmitting data in real-time is challenging 

for low-power devices. 

 Computational Complexity: Advanced signal filtering, feature extraction, and 

machine learning algorithms require significant processing power. 

 Edge vs. Cloud Computing: Deciding where to process data (on-device vs. 

cloud) affects latency and efficiency. 

Signal acquisition in wearable sensors presents several technical challenges that 

affect the accuracy, reliability, and efficiency of data collection. These challenges 

arise due to factors such as sensor placement, environmental interference, power 

constraints, and user movement. Below are the key challenges: 
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9. Temperature & Environmental Variability 

 Temperature-Induced Drift: Sensor performance may degrade due to 

temperature changes affecting electrical properties. 

 Humidity & Sweat Interference: Moisture can alter skin-electrode impedance 

and cause signal degradation. 

 Pressure Sensitivity: Changes in pressure (e.g., tightness of a wristband) 

can affect optical sensors like PPG. 

10. Standardization & Calibration Issues 

 Need for Frequent Calibration: Over time, wearable sensors may drift, so 

they need recalibration to maintain accuracy. 

 Lack of Standardization: Different manufacturers use varying protocols, 

making interoperability difficult. 

 Variability Among Users: Differences in skin type, physiology, and body 

movement patterns affect signal quality. 

2.3.5  Technical challenges of Instrumentation Amplifier in signal acquisition in 

wearable devices: 

1. DC Offset and Drift Issues: 

 Electrode-skin interface polarization creates DC offsets, which can 

saturate the IA. 

 Temperature variations cause offset drift, affecting signal accuracy. 

 Long-term stability of low-noise IAs is essential for continuous monitoring. 

2.  Bandwidth and Gain Design Challenges: 

Wearables require precise gain control and optimized bandwidth to capture 

various biopotential signals: 

 ECG: 0.05–150 Hz, requiring low-frequency noise suppression. 

 EEG: 0.1–100 Hz, needing ultra-low noise performance. 

 EMG: 10–500 Hz, requiring high dynamic range. 

**************** 


