» Skepticism is a more interrogative approach that casts
immediate doubt on the proposed reasoning and always
assumes there is more to be learned than that which has already
been revealed. Skeptics also consider the strong possibility for
deception and misleading information while naturally seeking
the true information in these and all cases.

» Skepticism is also concerned with the boundaries of human
knowledge or the existence of information in general, while it
is also slow to form decisions and is even patient in doing so
when there is a clear lack of data. One of the most important
parts of philosophy with regards to skepticism is to first consider
the conditions where skepticism is the best viewpoint to assume.

» For those that call themselves skeptics, of course, this is not a decision
that is to be made.

» Ultimately, there is no best answer. Each view has its strong
points, as empiricism relates to the human experience in attempt
to best relate information, rationalism seeks for the best
reasoning, and skepticism does its best to remove faulty methods
of thinking and generally bad or untrue information.

» Each strength is useful, and one cannot say one is best without
ignoring critical aspects of another. Knowledge is a broad
subject that must be approached from many angles, and none of
these viewpoints are significantly better than the other as an all-

purpose solution to assimilating information.

Key Difference: Empiricism and Skepticism are two different
concepts that have primarily to do with belief. Empiricism refers
to the concept that knowledge comes only or primarily from
sensory experience. Skepticism refers to someone who doubts the

authenticity or veracity of something.
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Empiricism and Skepticism are two different concepts that
have primarily to do with belief. Both are philosophies that
deal with finding out the truth.

However, they differ in the manner in which they look for and
deal with the information or knowledge presented to them.

Yet, they are more similar than more people realize.

Empiricism is a philosophical concept. The term derives from
the Greek word, ‘empeiria’, which translates to the Latin

‘experiential’.

This in turn leads to the words ‘experience’ and the related
‘experiment’ in English. Hence, empiricism refers to the
concept that knowledge comes only or primarily from sensory

experience, 1.e. the five senses.

According to empiricism, all knowledge is derived from what
we observe and experience in the world around us. If we

cannot see it, experience it, or prove it, it does not exist.

The term skepticism has taken up place in common parlance.



Here, it typically refers to someone who doubts the
authenticity or veracity of something. For example: Adam is
skeptical of the numbers in the spreadsheet. However, that is
not exactly what the term means originally in the context of

philosophy.

» The term skepticism comes from the classical Greek verb,
‘skeptomai’, which basically means "to search", the

implication being searching, but not finding.

» Hence, there are people out there that claim that skepticism, at
least in its original context, has nothing to do with doubt,
disbelief, or negativity, but rather is about searching for the
truth. It is the process of ‘finding a supported conclusion, not

the justification of a preconceived conclusion.’

» It can be said that it is the process of applying reason and
critical thinking to determine validity of something, even if it

is taken by fact by the public.

» So, in summary, empiricism is a theory that states that
knowledge comes only or primarily from sensory experience,
which means that it emphasis proving something as fact either
by experience or by experiment before believing it as fact.
Skepticism, on the other hand, doubts the veracity of

something and search for the truth.

» Looking their definitions, it can be said that the two terms have

a lot more in common that they are often given credit for.

» While the terminology or process might differ, both



empiricism and skepticism at their core are methods to look

for or search for the truth.

» However, the way in which they approach to the truth differs,
empiricism looks at experience, experimentation, and
evidence to prove that something is true, while skepticism

doubts everything until it is proven otherwise.

» Additionally, empiricism is also commonly associated with
science and research, and has directly culminated into the
scientific method which requires that everything be first
proven though a strict scientific process that can be replicated

before it is accepted as fact.

» Skepticism, on the other hand, is associated with various other
fields, for example: moral skepticism, religious skepticism,

skepticism of knowledge, etc.

» Ineach regard, it refers to doubting concepts in that field, such
as moral skepticism doubts morality, religious skepticism
doubts the existence of God, while skepticism of knowledge
doubts the nature of knowledge.

There is also a field referred to as scientific skepticism that doubts
testing beliefs for reliability and requires them to be subjected to
systematic investigation using the scientific method, in order to

discover empirical evidence for them.



